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BUCS 9.0 
Next Generation Interface 

By Don Frey 

Posting Analysis View now presents the most recent entries 
first. A Source Document button can be pressed that will 
display where the journal entry originated from if the 
originating document is available.  This is a great new drill 
down feature. 

BUCS, along with all other Frey software, is receiving a 
Next Generation upgrade to the interface design.  The first 
thing you will notice upon entry into the programs is that the 
process has radically changed.  The function selection box 
no longer exists, other than in system controls.  You are now 
presented with a screen that has much more useful 
information as well as the ability to do all of the functions 
that were available in the previous software.  The new 
screens allow 
you to access 
and exit 
programs faster. 
They also 
provide a search 
grid that will 
permit you to 
type or quickly 
select the record 
you need. 

Journal Entries has a new allocation format which will 
permit you to percentage allocate the month or year-to-date 

balance for an 
account to other 
accounts. An auto 
reverse feature has 
been added to 
allow you to 
quickly reverse an 
entire group of 
journal entries. 
Now, you can 
mark a set of 
entries to be 
reversed in the 
next period. The 
reversal will 
automatically 
occur when the 
next period is 
entered. These 

new features are especially useful for those clients who are 
using the accrual method of accounting. 

Bank 
Reconciliation 
has been 
expanded to 
include 
deposits. 
Deposits are 
grouped by control numbers which will link with deposit 
tickets. A new Deposit Report is available. The presentation 
of the Reconciliation screen has been redesigned.  All 
checks and deposits will be presented for each checking 
account.  By right clicking on an item, you will be able to 
view the invoices associated with that check. 

Invoice Entry now has the ability to create a fixed asset 
record on the fly while processing an invoice for payment. 
Pertinent information is inserted into the asset screen to 
make the process more convenient. 



Cash Receipts and Encumbrances now provide templates 
for the entry of standard format transactions. This is a very 
helpful feature, especially for townships. 

Import/Export capabilities have been expanded to allow one 
to easily move data to/from EXCEL worksheets. This 
feature requires the BUCS Data Base module and EXCEL 
software. 

Mail/Merge is now available for Vendor and Customer 
information.  This allows one to create, with a mail/merge 
process, a Microsoft WORD document. 

Printing options have been expanded to allow the user to 
print a range of pages. 

Other improvements and extensions have been made. Those 
details will be covered in-depth at the User Conference and 
in the release letter shipped with the product. 

Software for the beta test sites will begin shipping in April. 
The product will be released immediately after the User 
Conference in August. As customary, an updated user guide 
will be provided as a part of the annual upgrade package.  

CUBIC Release 9.0  
is Loaded With  
New Capabilities 

Work has begun on the 9.0 release.  The new interface, 
similar to BUCS, is being incorporated into CUBIC. 

Special attention has been given this year to account set up 
and initial/final bill processing. Proration procedures have 
been expanded. Deposit refunds have also been improved. 

We are expanding the use of Crystal Reports to allow users 
to customize the format of documents like Statement Bills, 
Work Orders, and Delinquent Notices.  You will still be able 
to use the standard formats for these documents.  However, 
altering the formats via Crystal will be a new option 
available. 

Notes for CUBIC are undergoing a redesign to expand its 
functionality.  A user definable note type will now be 
available to let the user assign their own special categories.  
These types will allow you to quickly filter the notes for 
items of special interest.  The note Alert will be available on 
a note-by-note basis.  Multiple alerts will be available for 
each account.   

You will now be able start Microsoft's WORD within 
CUBIC.  Pertinent information will be passed along to 
WORD, like name, address, etc.  When the document is 
saved, it can be associated with a note so that it may be 
recalled when reviewing customer information. 

We are now researching techniques to associate scanned 
documents with the Notes. Example: Applications for 
service could be scanned and filed with the customer 
information.  These documents could then be recalled for 
viewing from the Customer information in CUBIC. 

Additional improvements have been made to CUBIC. 
Details of these improvements will be presented at the User 

Conference and in in the release letter that will be shipped 
with the product. If you are interested in participating in this 
year's beta tests, please give our support staff a call.  

User Conference 2002,  
Next Generation Software 

 
The 2002 User's Conference will be held August 11 – 13, at 
the Marriott at River Center, in Covington, Kentucky. 

This will be a very important conference. Major changes 
have been made to software interface styles and navigation.   
Numerous new features have been added to all applications. 
The training on these new capabilities will be invaluable. 

The agenda this year will include briefings on the 
implementation of new user interfaces for all products. Open 
discussion periods will be held to review new features and to 
exchange ideas with other users and the Frey staff. 

A session will be provided to address the requirements for 
GASB Statement 34 and FASB 117. These rulings will 
require consideration on how accounts will need to be 
aggregated for report presentation.  This is a pivotal year, 
especially for GASB Statement 34 implementation. Other 
issues will be reviewed such as the need to adopt full accrual 
basis accounting and the requirement to report on 
infrastructure assets. 

Most of our clients have the ODBC gateway. Many use 
Crystal Reports, EXCEL and WORD. We will have a 
session on tips and tricks.  Examples of applications that 
would be useful to everyone will be presented. Those who 
have ODBC will find the session very helpful.  Those who 
do not have it, will gain a good perception of how useful 
ODBC can be. Crystal is becoming increasingly important 
because we have been extending its use in recent releases of 
our software. 

The evening event this year will be hosted on one of the fine 
Cincinnati river cruises. Many new venues have opened this 
year in the area, including the Newport on The Levy. 
Newport has numerous attractions including a variety of 
shops, theaters, restaurants, and an impressive aquarium.  



View Only Users Now Available For 
BUCS And CHIPS 

Several clients have requested that we offer a View Only 
user at a lesser cost. Recently, we made this option available 
for both the BUCS fund accounting and CHIPS payroll 
systems.  We do not offer this option for CUBIC because 
multi-user options are handled in a different manner. 

The view option is offered at a set price, without regard for 
the modules purchased for the product.  The View Only user 
is permitted to display information, perform print screens, 
and prepare reports.  They are not permitted to update any 
information. Access to programs can be further restricted by 
setting permissions for their user groups. 

If you would like more information on this attractive new 
option, please contact us at 1-800-659-3739.  

www.drfrey.com 
Our web site continues to be a major source 
for new business. The site is full of valuable 
information that prospective clients and 
industry users find very helpful. 

Recently, we have made a number of changes to our web 
site. Our PowerPoint product presentations were updated for 
the current software releases. A new article Migration To 
Microsoft Windows, Worth The Trip? was added to the site.  
It offers a commentary on the advantages/disadvantages of 
moving to a Windows environment. You would be amazed 
at the number of sites that are still running old MSDOS and 
UNIX green screen programs!  

We are now providing Product Slides, Product Guides, 
Newsletters, and articles in Adobe pdf formats. Adobe 
formats allow the information to be more easily viewed and 
downloaded. If you have suggestions for our site, please let 
us know.  We are always looking for ways to improve it.  

Tips For Users From 
Your Support Staff 

 
 
 

By Mike Emmerich 
 

Fee Receipts Module for “BUCS” – This module was 
originally developed to track and record the number of 
various types of receipts that can occur such as # of permits, 
occupational licenses, yard sales, marriage licenses, death 
certificates, map purchases, etc. over a period of time (daily, 
weekly, monthly, quarterly, yearly).  Not only does it update 
the general ledger, it can print an actual receipt. It can also 
prepare a document such as a permit, occupational license, 
or certificate, etc.   

An unforeseen benefit to this module is another great report 
for the Auditor/State Auditor. This module will print every 

receipt along with the revenue accounts into which the 
money was distributed too.  It eliminates hand writing every 
receipt into a receipt book thereby eliminating double work.  
Another benefit is the free form design enabling users to 
customize the Receipt Journal/Book along with the actual 
Receipt.  Most users are getting 3 to 5 receipts per receipt 
journal page. This typically matches the Receipt Book they 
are used to keeping. 

Crystal Reports - Crystal/ODBC users get a new data 
dictionary when updating to a new version of BUCS, 
CUBIC or CHIPS.  For the reports that you have previously 
created you will need to Open or Run them, click on Data 
Base, and then click on Verify Data Base to get the new 
field sizes.  After verifying the data base, you will want to 
save your report to keep the new data dictionary format.  By 
running the Verify Data Base program, it goes out & checks 
to see if there are any new changes & automatically corrects 
& adjusts the field sizes.  Example:  The CHIPS Deduction 
Field Name increased from 7 characters to 14 characters in 
Release 8.3.   

By Dean Eldridge 

BUCS Report Scheduler: -The report scheduler in BUCS 
can be useful when a number of reports need to be printed at 
the same time. For example a report scheduler can be set up 
to print all of the month-end reports (Trial Balance, Revenue 
Report, Expense Report, etc) together.  In order to set up a 
report scheduler, go to GENERAL LEDGER-REPORT 
SCHEDULER and ADD.  Eighteen reports may be in a 
single schedule.  Then to print the schedule of reports, just 
choose EXECUTE. 
 
BUCS Month End: Before closing a month in BUCS, it is 
sometimes useful to make sure all invoices that need to be 
paid have been paid (and updated) in BUCS.  To verify this, 
go to PAYABLES-INVOICE PROCESSING 
MAINTENANCE and choose PRINT.  This report will 
show any invoices that haven't been updated yet. 

By Brian Scott 

Change of Email Address: When there is a change in your 
email address, please notify us immediately. Call us at 1 
800-659-3739, or email us at spptfrey@aol.com. This way 
we can keep our list current. When we send out the 
notification that there is a new update on our internet site 
(www.drfrey.com), we don’t have to try and track down the 
email address’s that come back as unknown recipients. By 
keeping your email address with us up-to-date, you help us 
keep your software current.  

Compression of Files - The compression of files program FILES-
UTILITIES-COMPRESS FILES, should be run monthly for all 
Frey software packages. Running the compression of files keeps 
your Frey software running at its optimal level of performance. Just 
remember to make sure that everyone is out of the particular Frey 
software package before you run the compress files program.  

mailto:spptfrey@aol.com
http://www.drfrey.com/


GOVERNMENT♦NONPROFIT♦UTILITIES 
Fund Accounting, Payroll, Utility Billing 

 
ESTABLISHED, in 1974 with installations throughout 
the US.  We understand your business and special needs! 
 
EASY TO USE, Microsoft Windows interface with on-
line Help, ODBC and extensive search tools.  Programs that 
make your work easier and more enjoyable! 
 
RELIABLE, withstood the rigors of audits in dozens of 
states for years. Problem free accurate programs! 
 
ECONOMICAL, unique pricing model that lets you 
purchase just what you need.  More value for your money! 
 
PORTABLE, designed for multi-user systems and 
personal computers.  Frey applications run on hundreds of 
computers and can easily be moved from one to another.   
Freedom of choice for you! 
 

ADAPTABLE, programs that can grow with your needs!  
Our updates keep your programs tuned to the latest in 
technology.  Software that is always state-of-the-art! 
 
SUPPORT, help when you need it! A Free 800 number for 
your convenience. Internet update services. Support you can 
swear by, not at! 
 
INTEGRATED, applications that talk to each other.  
ODBC and Crystal Reports allow you to easily transfer data 
from Frey packages to spreadsheet, word processor and other 
application systems.  A team approach to your needs! 
 
SPECIAL SERVICES, custom designed modifications; 
full range of computer related consulting services.  
Professionalism and competence on which you can rely! 

Call Toll Free 1-800-659-3739 
Internet www.drfrey.com 
e-mail Sales drfrey@drfrey.com 
e-mail Support spptfrey@aol.com 
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