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Solid State Disks Arrive 
By Don Frey 

For years, computer processor speeds have been increasing 
at a tremendous rate. Hard Disk Drive (HDD) capacities 
have been growing even faster from a cost per unit of stor-
age standpoint. However, there has been a growing gap be-
tween processor speeds and disk processing times.  This has 
largely been due to the use of electromechanical designs for 
disk drives. Up until now, non electromechanical designs 
were largely cost prohibitive. 
The cost limitation has be-
come less of an issue in the 
face of the performance gains 
that can be realized by using 
memory like a storage device. 
These devices are known as 
Solid State Disks (SSD). The 
term can be confusing be-
cause the units are not disks. 
They are solid memory units 
that behave like a conven-
tional disk drive.  
They are expensive in terms 
of the cost per unit of storage 
when compared to the traditional disk drive. The attraction 
of the SSD lies in several areas: 
• They are extremely fast, 10-25 times faster than a con-

ventional disk drive. The exact figures are elusive be-
cause they are relative to the application. However, 
commercial applications can expect to see enormous 
improvements in speed. 

• Their power requirements are a fraction of a regular 
disk. This is especially important for laptop computers.   

• Reliability is greatly improved because they have no 
moving parts. 

• Because there is essentially no access time with SSDs, 
having multiple files on the same disk does not impose 
the penalties encountered with HDDs.  File reorganiza-
tion also becomes less important. 

Because of their speed, they have a better performance bal-
ance with computer processors. Using SSDs requires fewer 
computers to process the same amount of work. Applica-

tions using relational data-
bases, like SQL run much 
faster. SQL applications re-
quire far less tuning because 
of the SSD’s speed. This re-
duces development and main-
tenance costs. 
SSDs have been around since 
the 1990s. They are very 
popular with the military and 
aerospace industries. They 
have not been popular up 
until now in the commercial 
market because of the cost. 

What has caused the price to drop? The widespread use of 
flash memory in MP-3 players and digital cameras has had a 
big impact on production costs. They have dramatically de-
creased. There are other factors that come into play; how-
ever, these are some of the leading reasons. 
Something else that is exciting about these units is that they 
look like a conventional disk drive to the computer. There-
fore, no application programming changes are needed to 
take advantage of them. 
When will they become available? They are here now. 
Their cost has dropped dramatically since the start of 2007 
and it is expected to further decline as the year goes on. 



Dell offers them as an option for laptops.  IBM recently an-
nounced their availability for their blade server line of com-
puters. Other manufacturers are quickly joining in the offer-
ings. 

How do I feel about SSDs? I think they are one of the most 
important developments that have come about in many 
years!  

2007 User Conference  
User-Centric Software, 

A New Vista 
 

This year’s user conference focused on User-Centric Soft-
ware, A New Vista. It was held August 12–14th at the Em-
bassy Suites Hotel, Covington, Kentucky. 

Designs based around the user’s needs were emphasized. 
User-centric designs provide better solutions. They draw 
information from users on what they need and like. The de-
sign continues to be refined to incorporate those improve-
ments.  

Technology also plays a roll in the design process. As new 
technology becomes available that would improve upon the 
user-centric design, it is incorporated into the solution. How-
ever, it must be done in an orderly fashion. It should not 
intrude on the user-centric design in-place to the point of 
being disruptive. Don Frey spoke of new technologies that 
compliment Frey applications. These included Solid State 
Disks, fingerprint security, and wireless networks. 

The Microsoft’s Windows Vista operating system was dis-
cussed and what impact it will have on how we do things.  

Sessions were held on all Frey software applications. These 
sessions described new extensions and enhancements. Open 
discussions were held to stimulate Thinking Out-of-the-Box 
about how to improve our software tools.  

Our evening event this year was held at the Cincinnati His-
torical Society’s Museum. It is one of the largest and most 
significant urban history museums in the country.  

BUCS  
Reviewed in AICPA’s  

Journal of Accountancy 
 

BUCS was recently reviewed, along with several other prod-
ucts, in the July 2007 issue of the Journal of Accountancy. 
This journal is the official publication of the American Insti-
tute of Certified Public Accountants. We are very pleased 
that we are recognized as being a serious player in our field. 
A copy of the article can be viewed and downloaded at this 
site. 
 
http://www.aicpa.org/PUBS/JOFA/jul2007/jones.htm 
 

BUCS 10.1 Released  
Lots of New Capabilities 

 
The new release of BUCS is now being shipped to all clients 
who have a support agreement. Below are a few highlights: 
Journal Entry: You can now stop the user from creating a 
journal entry when the funds are out of balance. Images can 
now be attached to a journal entry.  
Reminders have new frequency options of semi-annual, 
quarterly, and bi-weekly.  The yearly frequency has been 
renamed to annually. Miscellaneous type reminders have 
also been added.   
Fund Control:  A checking account search has been added 
for the checking account field.  Funds now have the ability 
to have notes created for them.  The fund notes can be set 
up to have follow-up alerts.  You also have the ability to 
attach Microsoft Word® documents and scanned images to 
the fund notes. 
Check Print: A new laser check format option has been 
added to the system.   
Invoice Processing: Invoices now have the ability to have 
a “journal entry note” assigned to them.  This note can be 
printed on the invoice report and paid invoice report and 
posting journal.  It can also be displayed when viewing the 
source document for the invoice. 
Bank Reconciliation: The Check Report can now be 
exported to Microsoft Excel®. In Check Reconciliation, you 
now have the ability to drill down to the source document 
to view the journal entries for Bank Charges, Interest, and 
Reconciliation Adjustments. 
Fixed Assets: Depreciation history has been added.  
Backup/Restore: New options will allow the user to 
quickly backup BUCS data or programs to a user specified 
directory. Included is an option that will allow the system to 
automatically make a backup of the BUCS data before 
running critical processes. 
  

Almost four dozen features and improvements are in the 
update underscoring Frey & Company’s commitment to 
providing you the finest software available.  
 

Tips From Your  
Support Staff 

 

By Adam Best 

BUCS: In BUCS 10.1, there is a new check format available 
called “Top of Form”.  The new format would be in the 
form of stub, stub, check.  To use this, you would need to 
purchase new checks from Hillsborough Printery, who has 
this design that conforms to our check layout.  To change 
the check stub options, go to System Controls and click on 
the A/P tab.  The fifth option down is to print a second copy 
of the laser stub.  Normally, the “Bottom of Form” is already 
checked.  This allows the check stub to print on the bottom 
of the form.  Check the option for “Top of Form” to use the 
new format.  



CHIPS: To reprint check stubs in CHIPS go to employee 
maintenance and click on the history tab.  Pick an item from 
the list and double click on the check information.  This will 
bring up all the paycheck information.  On the lower right 
hand side, there is a button to reprint check stubs. 

CUBIC: To see a shut off date when viewing bill/pay his-
tory, go to System Controls and click on the control tab.  In 
the lower right hand corner, fill in the information for shut 
off days.  When viewing bills in CUBIC under the customer 
bill pay history details screen, the shut off date appears on 
the upper right side.   

By Dean Eldridge 

BUCS: For users that have the Data Dictionary Module 
along with the Budget Planning Module, an analysis report 
is available for comparing prior year budgets vs. actual.  Go 
to General Ledger-Budget Planning-Prior Budget Analysis 
and key in the number of years to analyze (the number 
available depends on how many prior period report files are 
archived in your system). Select account types and the range 
of accounts to include.  This will generate a worksheet in 
Excel that will allow the user to analyze each year’s budget 
vs. actual in preparation for creating a budget for the new 
year.   

CHIPS: In CHIPS 10, the ability to re-generate Direct De-
posit and Pre-note files was made available.  If you go to 
File-Utilities-Direct Deposit Archive, all previous Direct 
Deposit and Pre-note files (since the installation of CHIPS 
10.0) will be listed.  This will allow you to recreate the file 
for the bank or the report if you have either lost it, over-
written it, or if the bank needs it to be resent.  Prior to this 
option, the data would have needed to be restored if the file 
needed to be re-generated. 

CUBIC: If the interface to BUCS is performed, and there 
are postings on the interface that you do not understand 
(such as postings with no g/l account associated due to a g/l 
code probably being set up incorrectly), a detail report can 
be generated.  Go to File-Utilities-Interface Detail Report 
key in the Control Number for the Interface in question (this 
control number is in the top right-hand corner of the inter-
face report).  The report that prints will include customer 
book/account and amounts posted (debit/credit) for each g/l 
account.   

By Mike Emmerich 

BUCS:  Encumbrance/Purchase Orders – Most government 
entities need a unique Purchase Order number for each P.O. 
issued.  By default, BUCS will allow a duplicate P.O. # to 
be used, as long as the vendor number with each P.O. is 
unique.  With BUCS 10.1, there is an option to force a 
unique P.O. # for each encumbrance/P.O.  To implement 
this, click on General Ledger - System Controls – Edit – 
click on “Payables” tab and un-check the box for the option 
that says “Allow Duplicate PO/Encumbrance Numbers”.  

CHIPS:  Employee Change Log – The program was modi-
fied to only print information that has actually changed.  It 
will show each field that changed with “Before” and “After” 
changes.  This transaction report is good to save for the 

auditors since it shows when employee raises were imple-
mented along with any other changes.  To implement this, 
click on General – System Controls – Edit – click on the 
Controls tab, then click on and put a check mark in the 
“Employee Change Log” field.  If you click on the field un-
derneath “Page Break on Change”, it will give you a sepa-
rate page for each employee. 

CUBIC: Meter change-outs:  Users of handheld devices that 
are using the work order program for meter change-outs, 
need to check the option in system controls to update the 
service record with the new meter information immediately 
upon completion of the work order.  This will enable the 
handheld units to have the correct meter information the 
next time the Handheld Download program is run.  To im-
plement this, click on General – System Controls – Edit – 
“Work Orders” tab and check the box for the option that 
says “Automatically Update Service”. 

By John Milleck 

BUCS: In BUCS 10.1, the backup/restore menu items have 
been replaced with new options. The new options allow the 
user to enter in a specified directory to backup BUCS data 
and/or programs. The user can setup defaults for these back-
ups in System Controls under the Preferences tab. There are 
also other default options in System Controls that allows the 
user to do automatic backups before checks are printed, ac-
counts payable ACH transactions are posted, and pe-
riod/year end reset is performed by keying in the path and 
checking the Process Automatic Backups box. This option 
should not replace the nightly backups performed or the 
backups to other recordable media. 

CHIPS: The user can have a message appear when process-
ing payroll if a certain percentage of amount or hours keyed 
in is higher or lower than the average for every employee. 
This option can be turned on in System Controls under the 
preference tab. When this option is turned on, key in the 
percentage for the payroll amount and hours to be tested 
when processing payroll. If a bi-weekly employee is always 
getting paid 80 hours as an average, when the user is proc-
essing payroll and accidentally keys in an extra zero a mes-
sage will appear stating total hours exceeds the employee’s 
standard hours by more than the percentage allowed. You 
can choose to continue or go back to fix the mistake that was 
made. 

CUBIC: You can add a graph to the new statement bills 
comparing consumption for the past two years. This option 
is only for the new statement bill format, which is printed on    
8 ½  x 11 paper. The new statement bill form can be turned 
on in the System Controls under the preferences tab. To turn 
on the new statement usage graph option for each service 
CUBIC offers, go to System Controls under the features tab 
and click on each service information that applies. Inside the 
service information screen you will find the print graph op-
tion under the new statement usage graph options. The user 
has the option to print up to three graphs on the new state-
ment bill meaning three different services can be shown on 
the bill with their own consumption graphs. 

 



GOVERNMENT♦NONPROFIT♦UTILITIES 
Fund Accounting, Payroll, Utility Billing 

 
ESTABLISHED, in 1974 with installations throughout 
the US and Internationally.  We understand your business and 
special needs! 

EASY TO USE, Microsoft Windows interface with on-
line Help, ODBC and extensive search tools.  Programs that 
make your work easier and more enjoyable! 

RELIABLE, withstood the rigors of audits in dozens of 
states for years. Problem free, accurate programs! 

ECONOMICAL, unique pricing models let you purchase 
just what you need.  More value for your money! 

PORTABLE, designed for multi-user systems and per-
sonal computers.  Frey applications run on hundreds of com-
puters and can easily be moved from one to another.   Free-
dom of choice for you! 

ADAPTABLE, programs that can grow with your needs!  
Our updates keep your programs tuned to the latest in tech-
nology.  Software that is always state-of-the-art! 

SUPPORT, help when you need it! A Free 800 number for 
your convenience. Internet update services. Support you can 
swear by, not at! 

INTEGRATED, applications that talk to each other.  
ODBC and Crystal Reports allow you to easily transfer data 
from Frey packages to spreadsheet, word processor and other 
application systems.  A team approach to your needs! 

SPECIAL SERVICES, custom designed modifications; 
full range of computer related consulting services.  Profes-
sionalism and competence on which you can rely! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         40 N. GRAND AVENUE, SUITE 303 
            FORT THOMAS, KY  41075-1765 

     859.441.6566 * 800.659.3739 
     859.441.7152 FAX 
     www.drfrey.com 

 
Systems and Software Engineering 
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