
  BUCS® is a user friendly fund 
accounting software system 
created by Frey Software to 

support accounting and financial 
management activities of 

government and non-profit 
agencies 

 

                        Newsletter    

  ANNUAL “LAUNCH PARTY” WEBINAR SERIES TO 
REPLACE USER CONFERENCE 

 
Frey has been hosting an annual user conference for 26 years.  The 
principal purpose of the annual User Conference was to deliver our 
software new releases and demonstrate all the great new features and 
enhancements.  In recent years, we began evaluating the purpose and 
value the user conferences provide to our clients and came to the 
conclusion that our customers would be better served by hosting 
individual webinars for each application annually.  This would allow a 
much greater number of clients to participate.  Stay tuned for more details! 
 

TALKING ABOUT BUCS® 
 
BUCS® 13.0 has been released to all current customers.  
Once again, the new release is chock full of fantastic new 
features and enhancements. 
 

ACH for A/P Module 
 
Are you looking for an easier way to pay your vendors and be a ‘greener’ 
company at the same time?  If so, you should consider ACH for Account 
Payables.  ACH (Automated Clearing House) is an industry standard 
system for making electronic fund transfers through your banking 
institution using BUCS®. 
 
This module allows you to designate a 
vendor to be paid via ACH.  By using ACH, 
the funds are transmitted more quickly than 
a check allowing the vendor to be paid 
sooner and saving you from printing and 
mailing a check.  A file is created in BUCS® 
which the user will then transmit to the 
bank.  BUCS® will even generate an e-mail 
(POP3 e-mail required) that will be sent to 
each vendor notifying them of the 
impending payment. 
 
If this sounds like a tool which would 
benefit your office, contact Sales at 800.659.3739 for additional 
information and/or pricing on the ACH for A/P Module! 
 

Positive Pay Module 
 

Positive Pay for BUCS® is a great  fraud deterrent.  Each time checks are 
printed, BUCS® generates a file for the bank listing the details of each 
check you have issued.  If a check tries to clear your account and does 
not match the item on your positive pay file, the bank will notify you. 
 
Positive Pay can also automate your reconciliation process.  Most banks 
produce a paid item file of cleared checks that can be imported into  
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BUCS® to automatically mark those checks as 
cleared in bank reconciliation. This is a great 
timesaver for the user.  BUCS® will also generate an 
“exceptions list” of any item in the paid item file 
which doesn’t match your bank reconciliation. 
 
If this sounds like a tool which would benefit your 
office, contact Sales at 800.659.3739 for additional 
information and/or pricing on the Positive Pay 
Module!  
 

26th Annual User Conference 
Great Success 

 
This year’s user conference was very successful 
with clients attending from all over the country to see 
the latest on the improvements planned for their 
Frey Software applications. 
 

Take me out to the ball game . . . 
this year’s evening event was a 
Reds game at the Great American 
Ball Park.  It was the second game 
for the conference and it was a 
great success.  All enjoyed the 
ambiance of a major league game! 

This was our last user conference.  While everyone 
here at Frey enjoys seeing our customers, it is time 
to move to the next level by offering all our 
customers software webinars so that everyone gets 
the chance to check out all the enhancements made 
to our software releases.  

                                 
Spotlight on:  Village of Granville, 
OH 
Name: Carie Kraner, 
Finance Director 
Population:  3500     
Frey Software:  BUCS® & CHIPS® 
Years:  4 
 

The Village of Granville has been described as a 
quaint, New England-style community with a 
permanent population of 3500 but since it is also the 

home of Dennison University, the community’s 
population swells to 5600 when the university is in 
session. 
 
Carie has been employed with the village for 22 
years; 6 as the village’s Finance Director.  She has a 
Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from 
Franklin University along with an Associate’s degree 
in Accounting from Central OH Technical College. 
 
When asked why BUCS® was chosen for the village, 
Carie said several software companies were 
examined.  Frey Software, however, was ultimately 
chosen because “it’s user friendly, practical, able to 
accomplish all daily tasks, and yet, it was reasonably 
priced!”  When asked how BUCS® is used, Carie 
said it manages the finance and accounting in the 
office such as A/P, budgeting expenses, and 
revenues. 
 
Carie told us that what she likes best about BUCS® 
is “that the software is powerful and innovative.”  
She feels this aspect increases overall productivity 
for her office.  She mentioned she likes the fact that 
the Frey Staff is constantly working on upgrades to 
help make the system better.  Carie said, “Frey even 
goes to the extreme of asking users what they would 
like to see the software do!” 
 
As the interview ends, Carie was asked what she 
liked best about Frey.  Her response, “All staff 
members at Frey are very accommodating.  The 
support team is quick, efficient, and ready with an 
answer.  At Frey, you can collaborate directly with 
the support team to help prevent downtime and 
resolve issues to get you back to work quickly.” 
 
Thanks for the kind words, Carie – we are glad you 
are part of the Frey Software family!  
 

Tips & Tricks From Support 
 

 
 

 
By Adam Best 
 

Fixed Assets Advanced Search:  In BUCS® 13.0, 
Fixed Assets has a new Advanced Search feature.  
When the user clicks on the drop down sequence in 
Fixed Assets Maintenance, Advanced Search can 
be selected.  Advanced Search will allow the user to 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/fbx/?set=a.466643063759.280292.44027083759


search by any of the selected fields (Class, Vendor 
Name, Department, etc.).  When Match Case is 
selected, only those assets that are in the exact 
case will show in the results.  The search will 
produce a list of Fixed Assets matching the search 
criteria. The user will have the option to view or edit 
the Fixed Asset based on their login permission.  
Once finished viewing the Fixed Asset, the user will 
have the option to click on Next or Previous to view 
another match. 

 
Fee Receipts:  For users that have the Fee 
Receipts module, there is an option to include a 
Federal ID for clients.  The eleven character field 
can have the client’s Federal ID, Company EIN, or 
the client’s Social Security Number.  The Federal ID 
field is searchable in Fee Receipts Clients. 
 
Cash Receipts:  In BUCS® Cash Receipts, there is 
an option to reverse payments.  To reverse a Cash 
Receipt, go to Receivables-Cash Receipts-
Reversals.  Find the cash receipt you wish to 
reverse by double clicking on it or highlighting it and 
clicking on Details.  Once you are sure that is the 
cash receipt you want to reverse, click on reverse.  It 
is worth noting that once a cash receipt has been 
reversed, you cannot reverse it again. 
 

 
 
 
 
By Dean Eldridge 

 
 
Chart of Accounts:  In BUCS® 13.0, there are now 
Next/Previous options when editing the Chart of 
Accounts.  Prior to this release, the View option was 
the only place where the Next/Previous buttons were 
available.  This option will allow editing the 
descriptions for numerous accounts without having 
to exit out and enter back into each account 
individually.  This could also be beneficial when 
setting up some of the special fields within the 
accounts such as the Comment, Count, or Indiana 
Gateway fields. 
 
Vendor Short Report:  For users with the Data 
Dictionary module, the Vendor Short Report now 
has the ability to be sent to Microsoft Excel®.  When 
sent to Excel®, this report will include the Vendor 
Number, Vendor Name, State, Zip Code, Phone 
Number, Federal ID, Accounts Payable Balance, 
Encumbrance Balance, Purchases Year To Date, 
and the Vendor Over Limit.  By default, this will 
produce one line per vendor. However, by choosing 

the options to Include Additional 1099 Line or 
Default Account Line, additional lines will generate 
for each Vendor. 

Lock BUCS®:  The Lock BUCS® option now allows 
the user to enter a Lock Message that will be 
displayed when other users attempt to log in to 
BUCS® while it is locked.  This allows those users to 
be notified that the system is locked and the reason 
for it being locked.  It will give an estimation of when 
they will be able to access BUCS® again.  This 
option is available from the File-Utilities menu as 
well as the Tool Bar.  It is available for users in the 

MASTER or SUPER groups. 

 

 

By Mike Emmerich 

Prompt for Next Starting Number during Fiscal 
Year Reset:  Some of the BUCS® users like to know 
the number of Cash Receipts, Journal Entries, 
Purchase Orders, and Invoices they process each 
year.  Once the Fiscal Year is reset, the user can go 
to System Controls and manually change the 
number to the Year followed by 0001 (ex.20160001 
or 160001).  That way, BUCS® would count up to 
9,999 transactions for each category.  With the 
release of BUCS® 13.0, an option was added that 
would allow the user to change these numbers as 
part of the Fiscal Year Reset.  If you are interested 
in this option, once you load BUCS® 13.0, click on 
General Ledger-System Controls-Edit-G/L tab and 
check the option for “Prompt for next Starting 
Numbers During Fiscal Year Reset” located on the 
lower right hand corner of the screen. 
 
During the Fiscal Year Reset, you now will be 
presented with the following screen.   

 
For this example, I changed the current numbers on 
the screen to what was needed to do the count, 
such as 20160001.  Since Claim numbers usually 
start over at 1, I changed it to 1 as well. 
 



Release Invoices for Payment–“Release” button 
then “Selectively” option:  The Liquidation method 
used is now in the last column of the grid.  The 
Liquidation Column will show one of the following:  
None, Partial, or Entire.  With BUCS® 13.0, you can 
now re-size/adjust the columns in the grid.  Feel free 
to shorten the columns a bit so you can clearly see 
the Liquidation column on your screen. 
 

 
 
Paid Invoice-User Initials:  The user initials of the 
operator who added the invoice have been added to 
the Paid Invoice File.  With the addition of this field, 
there are now initial ranges on the Paid Invoice 
View, Report, and Purge programs.  The Paid 
Invoice View program shows the invoices in a grid 
where a new column was added at the end of the 
grid called Operator.  This column shows the user 
initials.  The Grid is adjustable.  Re-sizing/adjusting 
the columns on the grid allow the user to see the 
Operator column on the grid.  If you double click on 
an item, the detail screen will be displayed and the 
User Initials show in the Operator field. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
    
By John Milleck 

 
A/P ACH E-Mail Notifications:  Each Vendor can 
now have up to five e-mail addresses that receive 

the A/P ACH E-Mail Notifications.  When a Vendor  
E-Mail field has multiple e-mail addresses listed, 
each of the e-mail addresses for that vendor will be 
listed in the grid of E-Mails that the Vendor’s 
invoices will be sent to.  If a Vendor contains more 
than five e-mail addresses, only the first five e-mail  
addresses for that vendor will receive the A/P ACH 
E-Mail Notifications.  Each e-mail address must be 
separated by a semi-colon.  Prior to the 2016 
release, only the first e-mail address listed in the 
Vendors E-Mail field would be sent the A/P ACH E-
Mail Notification. 
 
Invoice Processing: BUCS® 13.0 now has the 
ability to automatically search for PO numbers when 
the vendor has valid encumbrances that exist.  The 
option to “Automatically Search for PO Numbers 
when Valid Encumbrance Exist” can be turned on/off 
in the System Controls under the A/P tab.  It is 
helpful to have the system be able to validate that an 
encumbrance exists so it isn’t forgotten to be 
attached to the invoice.  This option should decrease 
the error of encumbrances not being liquidated 
because the PO wasn’t attached during invoice 
processing.  A valid encumbrance is any 
encumbrance that still has funds available that has 
been approved. 
 
Purchase Orders:  A new option has been added in 
BUCS® 13.0 under Purchase Order Preferences that 
gives the user the ability to “Default to the last P.O. 
Numbers when the Sequence is set to P.O. 
Number”.  When this option is checked in 
Preferences, the focus in the grid will be on the last 
purchase order number when Purchase Order 
Maintenance or Purchase Order Search is 
accessed.  

2016 USER CONFERENCE 


