
  BUCS® is a user friendly fund 
accounting software system 
created by Frey Software to 

support accounting and financial 
management activities of 

government and non-profit 
agencies 

 

                        Newsletter    

  TALKING ABOUT BUCS®  
 

BUCS® 14.0 was released to all current customers in 
August.  Once again, the new release is chock full of 
fantastic new features and enhancements. 
 

Data Dictionary Module/AcuXDBC 
 
This powerful module is necessary for your operations if you would like to 
be able to design custom reports or execute file transfers to other 
systems.  The Data Dictionary module along with AcuXDBC gateway 
provides a user friendly method to unlock the true value of their BUCS® 
database.  
 
The Data Dictionary module is an organized catalogue of all data that is 
held within a database.  Without this module, the end user of a software 
application is unable to identify or locate the information stored in the 
system. 
 
AcuXDBC is an ODBC gateway product.  
ODBC is an acronym for Open Data Base 
Connectivity.  This standardized interface 
allows access of a database from BUCS®.  
All of the Frey Software applications are 
ODBC compliant.  Some other examples 
of ODBC compliant software products are 
Microsoft Word®, Excel®, and Access® 
along with Business Objects Crystal 
ReportsTM. 
 
With this module, you can merge your Frey application data with 
templates for all your forms and commonly used correspondence.  This 
also enables the user to perform their own database queries using MS 
Excel®, Crystal ReportsTM, etc. 
 
If this sounds like a tool that would benefit your operation, contact Sales 
at 800.659.3739 for additional information and/or pricing on the Data 
Dictionary module with AcuXDBC! 

Support Option for Crystal Reports™ 

Crystal ReportsTM is a fully integrated third party ad hock reporting tool for 
use with all of your FREY Municipal Software applications. 
 
Fun Fact:  More than 50% of FREY Clients use Crystal Reports™ 
 
This support option provides unlimited assistance for our clients who use 
Crystal Reports™ with their FREY applications BUCS®, CHIPS® or 
CUBIC® and a discounted rate on scratch report writing services by 
FREY. 
 
This option will assure you and your team access to the CrystalTM 
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assistance you need at an affordable rate which can 
be included in your existing annual support budget.  

 
Cost, $500 annually, FREY application specific 
(Purchase this option only for the FREY application 
with which you use Crystal Reports™).
 
If this sounds like a tool that would benefit your 
office, contact FREY at 800.659.3739 for additional 
information or to add Crystal ReportsTM Support 
NOW!  
 

 
 
 
BUCS® Release 14.0 Webinar 
 
We will soon be announcing the BUCS® New 
Release 14.0 Webinar. Stay tuned for the release 
date!  This  webinar will be posted online for 
your viewing convenience.  A Webinar E-mail and 
Release 14.0 outline will be e-mailed to all BUCS® 
users once the webinar is available.  The New 
Release Webinar will last approximately one hour 
and include a demonstration of the enhancements 
and additions included in this latest release.   

BUCS® Tips & Tricks Webinar 
 
We will be soon announcing the BUCS® Tips and 
Tricks Webinar! This  30 minute webinar will 
provide a demonstration of the ever popular “BUCS® 
Tips and Tricks” hosted by one of your favorite Frey 
Municipal Software application specialists.  An e-
mail will be sent to all BUCS® users when the 
webinar is available for viewing.  

                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Spotlight on:  Putnam County 
Tax Collector, FL 
Name: Marie Orr, 
Accounting Specialist 
Population:  73,000     
Frey Software:  BUCS® & CHIPS® 
Years:  4 
 

Putnam County in Florida is roughly located 
between Jacksonville and Orlando.  In the state of 
Florida, the tax collector’s office is considered a 
constitutional government office and this one serves 
over 73,000 local citizens as well those in the 
surrounding counties.  The office is a customer 
service operation representing multiple state, 
county, and municipal agencies bringing state 
services closer to the local citizens. 
 
Marie Orr, Accounting Specialist, has been with the 
tax collector’s office for 22 years.  She began as a 
Customer Service Representative in the Motor 
Services Department in July 1995.  Once she 
received her certification as a Florida Collector 
Assistant, she transferred to the Finance 
Department, first as an Accounting Clerk and 
advanced to her present title.  Marie recently 
received an accounting certification from St. Johns 
River State College. 
 
The tax collector’s office uses both BUCS® and 
CHIPS® and has been a part of the Frey Software 
family for over 4 years.  Marie told us that the county 
chose Frey Software because “after a review of 
available accounting products, Frey seemed to best 
reflect our needs.” 
 
Marie primarily uses the General Ledger, Bank 
Reconciliation, Account Payables and Receivables 
in BUCS®.  When asked what she liked best about 
BUCS® her reply was, “EVERYTHING!”  She went 
on to say that with BUCS®, reconciling their 
accounts is easy.  “From the standards, to having 
stored vendors, the available reports, as well as the 
ability to attach scanned documents,” BUCS® meets 
their needs. 
 
To wrap up the interview, Marie was asked what she 
liked about Frey.  Her reply was, “The staff is very 



knowledgeable and is quick to resolve any issues 
we have had.” 
 
Thanks for the compliment, Marie – we are glad you 
are part of the Frey Software family!  
 

Tips & Tricks From Support 
 

 
 
 

 
By Adam Best 

 
Crystal ReportsTM:  BUCS® 14.0 has category 
options for custom Crystal ReportsTM.  The category 
options will be on the left side of the custom Crystal 
ReportsTM screen.  When converting to BUCS® 14.0, 
all current custom Crystal ReportsTM will default to 
“General” category.  The category option will allow 
users to filter their reports by type.  An example 
would be to have a “Vendor” category for all of their 
vendor Crystal ReportsTM. There is also an “All” 
category. This will show all custom Crystal 
ReportsTM the user has set up.   

 
Cash Receipts:  In BUCS® 14.0 System Controls, 
you can set up your own Cash Receipts payment 
types.  This is located on the A/R tab under System 
Controls. There can be up to ten different pay types 
listed. 
 
Error Reporting:  In BUCS® 14.0, when you get a 
hard file error, the user has the ability to submit a  
Hard File Error Report directly to Frey 
Support.  When you get a hard file error, there will 
be a Submit Error Report option in the lower right 
hand corner of the error message.   

 
 
 
 
 
By Dean Eldridge 
 

Posting Entry Colors:  Journal Entry Posting can 
now utilize the same transaction color options used 
when viewing the Posting History items.  These color 
preferences are set up within the System Controls 
from the Posting Entry/History Color Preferences 
button on the bottom right side of the Preferences 
tab.  Color Preferences can be defined based on 

account type (Asset, Liability, Revenue, & Expense) 
as well as posting type (Debit, Credit, Debit 
Reversal, Credit Reversal).  This could be beneficial, 
when posting journal entries, to have debits 
displayed in green and credits displayed in red. 

Posting Analysis Print Checking Account Range:  
When generating the Posting Analysis, a new option 
is available for Checking Account range.   This 
option is toward the bottom of the selections screen 
(right above the Report Date or Subtitle line).  By 
selecting a Checking Account range, only postings 
that affect that checking account will be displayed. 
This could be useful for users that have multiple 
checking accounts to review all postings related to a 
specific checking account, especially when 
analyzing the bank reconciliation.  

Enhanced Date Reasonability Testing Options:  
In BUCS® 14.0, a new Posting Date Reasonability 
Test option is available.  To enable this option, go to 
the Preferences tab in the System Controls.  These 
settings are accessible toward the bottom – right 
side of this screen.  First, there is an option to 
enable/disable this option with a check box labeled 
‘Perform Posting Date Reasonability Test’.  By 
unchecking this box, the Test is disabled.  By 
checking this box, the Test is enabled, allowing 2 
additional settings.  The Posting Date Reasonability 
Days field allows the number of days to be defined.  
This will be used to calculate the number of days to 
test.  In addition to the days, an action can be 
defined.  This can be set either to Warn or Halt.  For 
example, if 4 is entered into the Days field and Warn 
is set for the Action, any date used that is more than 
4 days past the current date will result in a warning 
message displayed.  If the Action is set to Halt, no 
date past the Reasonability Days will be allowed to 
be used.  This option would allow the entity to define 
the rules for posting dates being used to prevent 
extreme future dates from being used. 

 

 

 

By Mike Emmerich 

Budget Planning:  A new option called “Budget 
Amendment” has been added and is located under 
General Ledger – Budget Planning – Budget 
Amendment menu.  This option will allow Budget 
Revisions/Amendments and Budget Transfers to be 
processed within Budget Planning instead of having 
to enter them through a Journal Entry Posting.  
When posting these transactions, they will post 



immediately to the current period in BUCS®.  Once 
you choose this option, you are presented with a list 
of accounts from the Chart of Accounts.  Find the 
account to which you need to make the budget 
adjustment, then double click on it or click on the 
“Amend” button.  You will then put in an amount, 
either positive or negative, and select the 
Transaction Type of “Revision/Amendment or 
Transfer”.  You are able to add a Note if needed. 
Click on OK to lock in this change.  You can select 
another account if needed and repeat the process.  
There is  a screen showing all the accounts and you 
can easily review your work.  Additions are shown as 
positive amounts and any line items that have a 
reduction in the budget will show a negative amount.  
The type is shown as Rev/Amend or Transfer.  The 
final column is Note which shows any notes you 
typed in giving the reason you are changing the 
budget.  When you are completely done, you will 
click on “OK (Post)” button.  It will do the Journal 
Entries for you.  This way you don’t have to worry 
about using the TTPP Codes in Journal Entry.  Once 
posted, BUCS® will print a Budget Amendment 
Report for your records, which is similar to the 
Transaction Report that prints after doing Journal 
Entries. 
 
Report Parameters:  A new “Status” has been 
added.  Options are Active or Inactive.  This gives 
you the ability to mark a Report or Reports as 
“Inactive”.  Once you make a Report Parameter 
Inactive, then by default, you won’t see that report 
when you use the Search button via General Ledger 
– Reports (Expense, Revenue, Trial Balance, 
Balance Sheet, Profit/Loss or Fund) depending on 
the category of the report.  Basically, this is 
preserving the “work” you’ve done creating the 
report, in case you need it later.  For example, a 
Fund that was used for years became dormant and 
is now being used again.  When searching for 
reports, you do have Report Status Options of Active 
and Inactive to choose from where Inactive is turned 
off by default. 
 
Vendor Maintenance:  A new field has been added 
to BUCS® which is called the “Check Stub Memo” 
field.  This field can contain up to 50 characters.  
The field is designed to contain any information that 
you would like to pass along to the vendor.  An 
example of this might be your Account Number for 
that vendor.  This field will be printed on the check 
stubs of each check and will be on the Addenda Line 
in the ACH File. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
By John Milleck 
 

Standard Invoices:  Standard Invoices are created 
by the user to simplify the creation of recurring 
invoices such as monthly rentals, utility bills, etc. 
During the setup of a Standard Invoice, a reminder 
can be created to occur on a one time basis, weekly 
basis, monthly basis, or yearly basis. The user will 
be prompted on the day specified to load the 
Standard Invoice. Other items can be assigned to a 
Standard Invoice such as Projects and Departments 
to ensure these items are loaded at the time the 
invoice is being created. There are two ways to load 
a Standard Invoice, individually or selectively.  
Individually loading allows a Standard Invoice to be 
selected by vendor name or record ID. Selectively 
loading allows Standard Invoices to be selected from 
a list so that the user can choose to have multiple 
invoices created all at the same time. 
 
Fee Receipts: The user has the ability to include a 
note when posting a Fee Receipt Reversal. The note 
field can hold up to 256 characters to explain why 
the reversal is being posted. This gives the ability to 
view the note in posting history screens, on 
reports/journals which have the option to include 
notes on reports, and when viewing the detail for the 
reversal in Fee Receipts History.  
 
Fund Control: Users have the ability in BUCS® 14.0 
to change the status of a fund. When a fund is set to 
inactive, the program will also change the status of 
all of the accounts associated with this fund to 
inactive. Before any account statuses are changed, 
the program will verify that no accounts within the 
selected fund are being used in the system. Some 
verification includes Standard Posting Entries, 
Standard Invoices, Standard Fee Receipts, 
Standard Cash Receipts, Fixed Asset G/L Accounts, 
Accounts Receivable G/L Accounts, Open 
Encumbrances, etc. Accounts that appear as still 
being used will be listed on the screen and the fund 
status will not be changed until no conflicts are 
listed. When a fund is changed to Active, the 
program will list all of the accounts associated with 
the fund so the user can decide which accounts to 
reactivate.  


